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Lettingthe peoplein yourlife know abouta divorceis noweasietthanever; with theclick of
amoust, someon's statuson Faceboolcango from "marriec” to "single" andbroadcasthe
breal-upto everyonetheyknow. Thoughtheonlineairingof dirty relationshiglaundryis
nothingnewfor theyoungercrowd, demographicareshifting, andevenfor thosein their
4C's andbeyon, divorceshavesuddenlybecomestartlingly public.

Howeve|, with thedissolutionof amarriagesooftentied to heateccourtbattles, online
socialnetworkingsiteshavealsobecomeanincreasinglycommonsourceof evidenc.:
Divorceattorneyscanfind a hugeamountof relevantinformationaboutthe opposincside
online: mentionsof affairs, lavish purchaseg, or incriminatingphotograph. In some
circumstance, onlinepostingsmightevenbeusedto showsomeoneasanunfit parentin
custodyproceeding.

In essenc, websiteslike Faceboolcanbe evidentiarygoldmine:. Onelawyerbroughtupa
casewhereamotherassurecthe courtthatshehadquit drinking— onlyto becaughtin alie
whenherMySpacepageturnedup datedphotograph:of herdoingjustthat. And "cyber
sleuth!" know justhoweas: it canbeto proveadulteryin thedigital age.

Thoughtheethicalimplicationsof accessin, for exampl, "friends-only" informationon
socialnetworkingsitesis still undersomedebat,, it is generallyunderstoocthatinformation
is only legallyprivatewhenthereis a "reasonablexpectatio” of privacy— whichis
arguablynot the caseevenwith high privacysetting:. Not only canyour own friendsview
your pags, butanyonethattheyallowto view it; evenFaceboolwarnsin its privacypolicy
thatanythingdisclosecmaypotentiallybecomepublicly available.

Of coursy, smartdivorceattorneystodayknow not only howto find incriminating
informatior, but alsohowto advisetheir clientsto avoid thesepitfalls. Maybewhenwe post
informationonling, thefirst thing we shouldbeaskingis: would | wanta judgeto readthis?
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