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Lettingthepeoplein yourlife knowaboutadivorceis noweasierthanever; with theclick of
amouse, someone'sstatusonFacebookcango from "married" to "single" andbroadcastthe
break-upto everyonetheyknow. Thoughtheonlineairingof dirty relationshiplaundryis
nothingnewfor theyoungercrowd, demographicsareshifting, andevenfor thosein their
40'sandbeyond, divorceshavesuddenlybecomestartlinglypublic.

However, with thedissolutionof amarriagesooftentied to heatedcourtbattles, online
socialnetworkingsiteshavealsobecomeanincreasinglycommonsourceof evidence.
Divorceattorneyscanfind ahugeamountof relevantinformationabouttheopposingside
online: mentionsof affairs, lavishpurchases, or incriminatingphotographs. In some
circumstances, onlinepostingsmightevenbeusedto showsomeoneasanunfit parentin
custodyproceedings.

In essence, websiteslike Facebookcanbeevidentiarygoldmines. Onelawyerbroughtupa
casewhereamotherassuredthecourtthatshehadquit drinking– onlyto becaughtin a lie
whenherMySpacepageturnedupdatedphotographsof herdoingjust that. And "cyber
sleuths" know justhoweasy it canbeto proveadulteryin thedigital age.

Thoughtheethicalimplicationsof accessing, for example, "friends-only" informationon
socialnetworkingsitesis still undersomedebate, it is generallyunderstoodthat information
is only legallyprivatewhenthereis a "reasonableexpectation" of privacy– which is
arguablynot thecaseevenwith highprivacysettings. Not onlycanyourownfriendsview
yourpage, but anyonethattheyallow to view it; evenFacebookwarnsin its privacypolicy
thatanythingdisclosedmaypotentiallybecomepublicly available.

Of course, smartdivorceattorneystodayknownot onlyhowto find incriminating
information, but alsohowto advisetheirclientsto avoidthesepitfalls. Maybewhenwepost
informationonline, thefirst thingweshouldbeaskingis: wouldI wanta judgeto readthis?
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